Ax does the <hild come Inlo life—
8o cometh 1he bright Now Yeur,

“I'lE Bora & slmple untold bireh
With Jog. good will, and chedr,

The O Year sigha—nc'er blds adlen
As ho turns his last worn page,
Hik work j« @one—His 1 i

Alak, one year of age

v'er—

Jlow muny hearts are sul, forlopp—
How many prayers an: sall—
“May the Néw Year take from us
grief
T'o give ux joy lnsteanl

T3 Wk know sot what the babo holils
Far us—we connot s,
We only greet with open
Phe Youngs=ster—z
Jewell Clarke

CHRISTMAS wans

never celebrated |

10 4any great ex-
tent in the south

back in the good

old days ‘belor

de wah.”

New- |

As gopn as the darkies were all as-
sembled the oldest slave present went
to “ole masea™ and begged a plece of
silver money. This was always ex-
a8 soon bave thought of having a
“shuckin'” without corn as to be un-
prepared to produce the bit of silver
on the first evening

Taking this plece of silver, tho an
cient darky returned to the field and
there performed a cercmony, the exact
meaning of which has not come down
to us. Whetting his jaek knife upon
the siiver, he solemnly pronounced an
invoeation for a bountiful erop of corn
the following year, And it is doubtful
if the “ole masgsa”™ would have been
any more willing to allow the husking
to procead without this kindly prayer
than wouid his white-haired servitor,
who by its means thue oncte a year
stoedd In the attitude of high priest to
the family he served.

After the preliminary prayer the 12
'u'jm- men" were chosen, and thelr
first duty was to select two of the
brawniest negroes in the company,
who, when called out, with mueh pride
al thelr distinetion, Indulged In a good
humored contest ongth, which
| was known as “rasslin’ fo" de Capt'in.”
| The vietor became + master of core
monies and upon him devolved the
tnty of seeing that po one shirked in
work or entertainment, .

The matter of the Captaincy belng
decided, the 12 wise men' chose four
big fellows, who formed a “pack sad

ol =

2l
dl&” by eroesing their hands, the Cap-
tain wos clevated w and carried
half a dozen times aronnd the heaps
i of corn while the sang this
molody or something akin to jt:

KON

tdarkies

pected. and a plantatlon owner would |
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COLOMBIA MEANS TO MAKE ]
EFFORT TO COERCE PANAMA
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SCENE OF THREATENED WAR BEYT
(Star marks location of Guif of Darien, where Colombian troops are sald to
| have been landed to march to Panama.)

WEEN COLOMBIA AND PANAMA. 5

RECONCILED IN A HOSPITAL.

|D:d-Ti.-nc Animcasities Feorgotten

in
Presence of Misfortunas.

“UNCLE JOE” AND THE SENATE.

Speaker of the House Has Little Love =
for That Body. .

Speaker Cannon's predecessors were
secnstomed to bow to the secrétary
of the Senate when he appeared fw
the house with a communication from .
that august body. But “Unele Joe's™ | A
backbone becomes stiff as a nmmiio-T_‘.
on such occasions. “Bow to the ses
retary?” he snorts. “Why, I wouldn't

bow 1o the whole —— senate” A
few days ago he ordered one of the
officials of the house strietly to em
force the standing rule against smok
ing. That same afternoom, as Soom
as the house adjourned, he took 8
clgar from his pocket and began o
puff contentedly. The official ap,
proached and sald: “Do you want the
antl-smoking rule enforced, Mr. Cam

| In the early days of North Dakota
Senutlor Jud La Moure and Alexander
MeKenzie, the latter famous as the
most daring sheriff in Bismarek, were
bitter personal and political enemies.
Whatever one wanied donn was sure
o be opposed by the other, and they
carried their enmity to each other to
great and, sometimes ridiculous ex-
tremes for men as levebheaded as
they were in ordinary matters. Each
hed a host of friends and these were
arrayed in hostile camps, political, so-
elal and business. The two men have
become reconciled, however. Some
time aro MeKenzie got into trouble
in Alaska, and narrowly escaped a

Year's day took |

its place among

the masters, and

the  prolonged,

rolilcking “co'n

shuckin® ™ sup- |

plied the slaves i

of Kentucky and | Then the corn shucking proper be-

Missouri espe- | zan. Stacks of fuel had been placed

clally with oll | at intervals of a few yards near the

\ the jollity they | corn, and alter they had been lighted,

. desired. It was an institution pecullar | under the supervision of the “12 wise

{0 the South, peculiarnot in being con- | men,” the dun began. As the corn was

"~ fined to those sections, but peculiar in | husked it was thrown into plles and

f," l—-:h'o ‘manner in which it was ocon- | would be hauled awas in the morning.

i %{'f'ducted. Far husking bees have becn ! Twelve workers woere  selected  for
] ' lnown in New England since the | each heap of unhusked corn, and, as

fay's nm Jdone
Aarkles hah & thme:
ny's nm duns
darkies cut n »

When aur
IMani't we
When ovur
Iou’t we

Back tp our o
ek o the

But wi'lll e b

Fo o &e shuckin”

mind of man remembers and Indlan | back in New England, the “red ear’
; wis engerly sought for, but with a dif-
ferent purpose. When a man got it
he shied it at a big nigger's head, and
I he hit the mark tne unfortunate dar-
ky wounld not “marry for 10 years.,” If
by shrewd dodging he missed It his
happiness would be crowned within
| the year, If o cusky belle secured o

eorn has heen gathered.

* | When a “eo'n shuckin' 7 was decided
- mpon notlces were sent out to the
slaves of sil adjoining plantations stat-
fng thet on a certaln night Judge S,
or Squire B. would give a corn shuck-

4ng of #o many thousand bushels, and |

_ihat all colored people, male and fe
- male, were invited to sttend. Great
Lreparations  were made by

and  *“ple missus™ for
while he expected a good

it’s work in the shape of wagon |

8 of yvellow corn, pleasure was to
‘the main part of the program,
s was always provided on a

threc roasted plgs, turkeys,
, with slde dishes of vegeta-

“oie |

this |

“WON'T TTARRY
FOR. TEN
YEARS™

% in equal proportion. Bushels of |

Dot were baked, bofled and
and huyndreds of rieh  golden

mmpkin ples were tiurned out of the |
oyens, done to a tntmlh-wal.eriug:

Brown.

A band of muslclins was engaged, |

Two or three days ago James Gor-| So with his house in West Twenty-

don Bennett dropped into the New
York Herald office from Parls, sat
down at his great white mahogany

desk and went to work as though tm)

had never been away from New York,

For pearly a third of a century the
master of the Herald—whose resi-
fdence Is In Paris—has dropped into

his New York office once every Lwo or L

three years and sat down at his desi
in instant and fomiliar touch with
the most minute detalls of the vast
orgunization which he directs. )

The Herald oMce was as ready for
him this time as it alwaye has been,

| firgt street, which is prepared ull the

| ¥ear around for a visit, Everything
: connected with Mr, Bennett has the
quallty of readiness, the exact com-
| plement of his own unexpectedness;
for when you think that he is golng to
do & particular thing that is the thiog
he is most likely not to do.
Lord Dufferin sald to me in Rome
Years ago: “The first time [ saw
Mri Bennett was on an American
prairie, The Iast time T saw him was
‘inladfa. And I should not be sur-
prised at all to see him walk In the
door thig very minute,"—James Creel-
man in New York World

DECLINES TO WEAR A HAT.

New Yorker Courts Aboriginal Styles
in Choosing Attire.

BEARS ARE TOO PLENTIFUL.

Hungry Animals Frighten Women of
Pennsylvania Village.

prison  sentence for contempt of a
loeal judge, from whose jurlsdiction
the Bismarcekian removed a prisoner.
After a hard fight McKenzie was re-
leased and returned east, broken in
health. For months he hina been Iy-
Ing In a St. Paul hospital, hovering
wetwoeen life and death and deserted

Here his old onemy, La Moure, found
him and at once took up his station at
the bedside of the stricken man, min-
istering to his every want with the
solleftude of a mother. Mainly owing
to La Moure's careful nursing McKen-
zie is recovering his health and ex-
pects to Jeave the hospital In a week
or two, when his oldtime adversary
will escort him to Bismarck. It is
dafe to say that the friendship thus
established will never be broken, Me-
Kenzle a few years ago was o perfect
specimen of physical manhood, stand-
ing 6 feet 4 inches and belng built in
proportion,

ROBERT GOELET TO WED.

by a majority of his former friends.*

non.”  “Of course [ do,” said the
speaker. “Oh, I forgot,” he continuea.
and hurried into his private room.

POPE PIUS IS AGING.

Pentiff Beginning to/ Feel Weight of

His Responsibilities, .
A traveler who has Just returneo
from Rome was greatly impressec
with the change in the appearance of
the Pope. He was received by him:
the day after his accession to the pon-

tifical throne, when he was rud

than four monthi and is due to the d
ference in habits and work and the

confinement. The Pope goes in the

open air less and less. In the bagin.
ning he took walksin the garden and

S~ dor no “ea’n shuekin' ™ would be com-
£ plote without It. On those nights '
S ' megrock worked not happlly save to
. . the twangling of the banjo and wall- |

Bears have become so numerous and i

hungry in this section of the state .
state, t
says a dlspateh from Lewlistown, P:l,,l Wgsitr s:::;t:t:;l:e::;“m T

that secently froquent reports have
o s it Iz sald the engagement of Miss

The most eccentric character in all
this reglon -i8 Floyd Sickmond, or
“Curly,” as he g called, a robust man
of past sixty years, whose boast is

regular exercises, but as his cares and

dutles Increased he went less and less |
until he ceased altogether,’confining = %
his walks to the loggin overlooking

| dm of the fiddle.
A corn shuckiog always lasted three
. wmights eostinwonsly on oue plantation,

Bl R he negroes moved on to the H
o wxt, where three more were devoted |

to the corn of the owner, and so0 op

“-14’-,}:11“_1 all the malze of the neighbor |

. hood had been husked.
= About twilight the darkles began to
arrive from all over the conntry. The
~ Yboys" clad u their sults of joans,
 with that pride of the darky’s heart,
. his “long-tafled, claw-hammer blue.”
- Every negro who made pretensions to
being “anybody” possessed one—in
more or Tess conditions of wear.
The female portion of the gathering
‘wae coguettishly dreased in
woolscy frocks, with their heads tied

ap in fawing red bandanna handker-
chiefs—the redder the better—and
with a white handkerchief crossed
upon their breasts,

They came in groups, and each par-
iy of huskers from & neighboring plan-
wation was announced long before it
arrived by the well-known tunes pre-
walent in those days floating down the
road and over the fields as the happy
Boys and women hastened to the gath-
ering. A favorite tune was this:

wa's gwine to de shuckin®,
Yoo, we's gwine to de shovkin',
— We'r ne 1o de shuckin' of d¢ ou'n,
N AN wi'll be dar in de meo'nin’,
An' we'll be dar In de mo'nin’,

¥ 1
S SWall b dur in de mo'niy’, shuah as yo's
[ -, bo'n,

linsey |

red enr she had the option of choosing
a sweetheart from any of the darkies
| around the corn pile.

When o'clock struck all haunds
dropped their work and aurried to the
grove which always surrounded the
| old plantation home. On sueh ocea-
glon=s It was always decorated with
lights. perhaps not equal to a carni-
val. but still rendering it- very pie-
turesque. Reverlry and abandon fol
I!o“’--(l to the enlivening darky melo-
dies upon the fiddle, the banjo., the
| bones, the “massa and missus,” by
thelr presence, keeping the galety
within bounds. But this did not hin-
der the music from being wafted on
the alr across the flelds and through
| the wooils to neighboring plantations
| CAfter supper a chaplain  was
| 'leeted, who solemnly  pronounced &
parting benediction upon LT
and missus.” And while wending thelr
homeward way some such stralns ae
these eame floating back to the now

| silent home:

B4

“ale

The Dav for Resolutions.

The first day of the new year. What
in hour for resolutions: what a mo
ment for praver! If you have sins In
vour bosom, cast them behind Yon
now, In the €t year God has blessed
ns; blessed us all. On some his angoels
walted, robed In white, and brought
unew joys: here a wife to bind men
closer yet to Providence: and here a
child, 8 new Messiah, sent to tell of
innocence and heaven. To some hi
angels came colad in dark livery, voll
ing 2 joyful countenance with unpro
pitious wings, and bore away ohiid
father, sister, wife or friend., Stu
they were angels of good Providence
all God’s own; and he who looks
aright finds they also brought a bless-
ing, but concealed and left it, though
they spoke no word of joy. One day
our weeping brother shall find that
gilt and wear it as a diamond on his
broast. —Exchange.

that he has pot seen a sick day “in
wellnigh onto sixty years” The year
‘round he travels about in his shirt
sleeves and without o bat. For many
verrs he also went barefooted, but of
late, on account of advancing age, he
has taken to wearing shoes during
extremely cold weather

“Curly"” is an employe of the Clyde
hotel, and in zero weather, while
others are wrapped In furs, he may be
seen driving through the sireets with-
out glnves, hat, or coatl, apparently un-
mindful of the cold. He asserts that
his mode of lving Is condacive to
health and longevity. He comes ol a
frail family, but thwarted fate, he de-
clnres, by adopting a mode of dress as
nearly aboriginal as the law would
alinw.—Clyde, N. Y., special.

Owl Chased by Sea Gulls.

Officials of the Campania. when it
arrived at Queenstown from New York
a few davs ngo, reporied that when
somth of Nova Scotin n bird was ol-
served fiving toward the ship, It
was followed by a number of sea gulls,
wore entleavoring Lo eatch the
However, the birl manpged
to evade its pursners amd, overtaking
the Campenla, fell exbausted on the
deck. On examination it was found
to e a snowy owl measuring thirty-
Ipches from tip to

which
Siranger.

eleht aud ono-halfl

tip of the wings
New Form of Advertisement,

Miss Stella Mayhew, an actress, Ia
1 sonson of deserved popus
When the company
ts playing arrived In
woere in a filthy
Mayhew adveriised
volauteers to clean
hiead of the gang that
]l she gave the
wh thoro & a thorough |
seouring, Now the eutire population
Is singing her pralses and she i= play-

enjoyin
larity o Paul
with which she

the
condiiiog Miss

for a force of Afts

city the streets

them and at the
responded to hes

down t

ing to crowded houses
Near Physical Perfection.
who regarded ag !
best living authorities on |
. save that Arthur O. Chrizt-
n, a Harvard student, approachies
more nearly than
has ever seen, Last
wm broke all strength |
lifting, In half an hour,
8 fool pounds i is a slght,
looking yo fellow, whao
9 inches tall and wealghs
e almost n

Sarge is

Dr.

among

ni

the

s
physical perfection
any other man be
week Chr
returags
354,025
immature
glandy & fToet
II:!TI‘_:v 1§00 poumls

vegetarian

by

been brought to this city of thelr hav-
ing been seen crossing the valley and
swimming the Juniata river to get
from Shade to Stone mountain.

Yeosterday a large black bear passed
through Lockport, a mining village
throe miles west of here. The men
were all at work in the mines, and
when Bruin came sniffing about the
doorsteps the women were almost
panlestricken.

Being very hungry, the bear entered
a4 ¥ard in the heart of the viilage,
killed and partly devoured two half
frown pige belonging to James .
Beaver, then ambled along toward
Stone mountaln,

Senator Hale's Mansion.

Among the imposing and beautiful
dwellings of public men In Washing-
ion pone perhaps excels in beauty of
architecture the dwelling of Senator
Bugene Hale of Malne, The resi-
deénces of more than a score of great
politicianx are among the most mag-
niflcent in the world and many pro-
nonnce the Hale mausion the most
pleasing of all. It is of the eolonial
stxle of architecture, fronting 100 feet
on Sixteenth street, with a courtyard
In the rear. [t is so large and impos

for a public building.
Old Circus Performer Dead.

Mra. Marie Plgram Harrlson died in
Brooklyn a few davs ago, aged 101,
In hor day she was a famous elircus
performer and had been the pet of
dukes and duchesses in England. She
was the daughter of a bhootmaker 1o
George (I Tom Thumb was intro
¢uced to the public under the mane
agement of her husband, John W. b
Harrison., Half a century ago she
was known over a great portion of
this country in connection with cir-
cuses, Belore the days of raliroads
she traveled horseback in what

on

| was then the wenst.

Epigrams from Late Novel,

In a novel fast issued by o London
publisher Frank Richardson. the au-
thor, makes his charactors utter these
more or less philosophieal observa-
tions: *“Most men are honest; threo
things make them otherwlse—women,
poverty and ambition.” *“A handsome
old man looks gs if he had a past and
behaves ax though he were sure of a
future.” “A milstress” secrets are (he
most valuable of a mald’s perquisites
“No man worth the
bought.™

ing that visltors frequenty mistake it!

Elsie Whelen, daughter of Mr. and
Mra. Whelen of Philadelphia, to Rob-

|

|
|

i

brother of the Duchess of

will soon be announced,
and that the wedding will speedily
| follow, Miss Whelen is a noted
beauty anid was the belle of Newport
Inst summer.

ert Gooelet
Roxburghe,

GOOD JOKE ON GOLFERS.
Girls Have Fun with Members of
( Aristscratic Club.

N. B. Cules and Danlel Bacon, two
cuthusiastic members of the new and
aristocratic Country club of Lake-
wood, N. J., had a match game of
golf for $1.000 a side recently. Each
had a good record on the links, but
neither was able to cover the ground
In anything like good time, both ex-
periencing great diffienlty at two of
the halves. Just as the match was
conchuded they digeovered that a to-
mato can had been fitted neatly into
one of the holes and that a row of
pins had been stuck In the hard
ground around the other. These ob-
structions had disastrous effect on
the work of the players. It was dis-
coverad that some girl members of
the club were gullty of playing this
joke, and formnl complaint has been
lodged with George J. Gould, presi-
dent of the elab. The foozlers are de-
termined that some one shall suffer

1 for the infamy, but It Is not thought
busing ean be| Hkely that any punishment will be | He presents the plcture of a helpless
4i0ld man."

inflicted.

Rome aud even here he now seldom
goes,

Nature's Cure for a Cold.

Charles Gibson, the Indinn editor,
claims that consumption was never
known by the Indian until he began to
try to live like the white man In a
house. “To cure a cold an Indian went
o a mountain to camp and hunted and
ate wild meat for forty-elght hours,
which is now the easiest way to cure
a cold on earth. You never contract
a cold in a camp. It is curious, but
Is neverthelesa trune. Try it and be
convineed. No one ever saw @ tepee
Indian with a cold or cough. Nature '
will cure you If you are not a coward
and will go into camp and give nature
a chance.” o

Cost of Living in the Walderf.

Manager Hilliard of the Waldorf-
Astoria hotel, New York, says that an
epicure living there in a suite of
rooms can easily spend $2,000 a day,
but that by eschewing alcoholic bev-
erages and fine cigars and keeping!
tips within moderate limits a guest
can bring his dally expenses down to
$#8. For this sum he will be com-
fortably fed and housed, can command
his share of service from the 1,500
employes and will be able o enjoy
all the music, plotures, statusry and
other endless luxuries which go with

life in the great caravansiry, e}

b 4
Crusade Against Profanity. J
Headed by its secretary, Rev. Rolk
and D. Sawyer. the Anti-Profanity
leagne has begun a erusade in Boston,
the league thinking that such a move
ment s much needed in the hub. Mr.
Sawyer says it has come to pass that
one cannot walk along the streets in
Boston, travel in a street car or tarry
in a public place without being com-
pelled to hear shocking language. He
thinks it Is time the city government
took action regarding the matter,

Ibsen’s Days of Labor Over.
The latest pews cancerning Ibsen's
health is of a eerfous kind. A Vienna
doctor who recently visited him in
Christianla reports that “he has prac-
tically lost his speech.” The doctor

| says further: “Also his faculties are

impafred. His loss of memory {8 par-
ticularly noticeable. In consequence
of these defects he cannot work. [b-
gen {s, in fact, completely broken up.




